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j J n no 17, 1<J00 

Dear Friends Doth, 

events, as you both must h'-ive experienced, have o way of talcing over and denying 
one options. fr hst is whet happened today* As. soon as jerry called, ray wife 
tried to atop the telegram, but It was too late* rile then pA ced o number of 
colic to me et the Archives, where I wee, end was either lert dangling on the 
phone by people who never returned or was fslsely told I wus not there# I was, 
end very profitably (except in crab, which always eerrns to escape ua or we it). 

I learned th whole story when 1 yot homo. Kow that i havs briefly told you 
whet happened and how, let me toll you what preceded it* A a Jerry Jcnowe, for 
I discussed it with him, I wan going to ask **hox Burger to wait e short while 
for mo to explore other possibilities end think it over and find out more of 
what thoy had in nind. This is what 1 osto i end whet he agreed to, yesterday 
noruing. iHe told ne ha woa leaving town and we loft it that if 1 m*de an affirmative 
decision before hiB return oft^r the fourth, I’d phone Vico President Dfilgh, 
whose nsme ha go^e mo* iSlther way, I f d phone ?urger after th"* Forrth unless 
1 heard from him earlier* Naturally, I was eurprl e^ohortly thereafter to get 
tbis wire: "Must have your acceptance or rejection of our offer for HBIT3WA5H 
by 4 p.m. J.^ne 17. ^nov Tarver Editor Onld Medal ^C'drs." Vhot happened in those 
two cr three hours I do not knew, but the ultimatum I did not like, esro dally 
because he just changed their promise to Jo this in a r.ionth to about October# 
oxdn^nfd bin ntsff vr«* either cmey or tied r.p and no earlier date* war. nossible. 



Ho bed further retreated *ron rip initial offer of e 100,000 to perhaps 1£5,0C0 
firs* nrintin • to - refuse! Ao r?y whrt the fi ct printing would be, but when 
he rsi 3 od the advene* from *5,000 to ^6,500 I ^resumed the initisl rintin' would 
bo '•uourh to error that, enpvoy. Ho refused to wm suggest vb*t in bin opinion 
the ultimate swV> rl^ht be. Ke refused to consider anythin , 7 other than an advnncel 
Ho offered nothing over whot 1 now hove fbr promotion of the book, and for adv 1 rtie» 
irg nothing but porhepe aorau point of sales m&terinls. He changed from a J&J book 
to e book, sr.d when what in involved is e 110 , noo word book plus appendix, 
m d hi makes a grw^t point out of ths magnitude ofxthe editing thet Is required, 
this mads me apprehensive of the gutting of the book. *nd that will not haupen, 
regardless of its coet* Initially he hod said It needed "some" editing end there 
were a couol* of questions of possible libel be wanted to take up with hie lawyer, 
although ho did not bolievo thero ws 3 airy libel. I iu > mediately replied I’d a^ree 
to ^ny normal editing and any -hang* required by tho lawyer. 

His increase in tho advene? is meaningless. Had he upp9d the pcrcactos* it would 
hf*-n*e # difference, end he did not do it* So what it boiled down to is simply 

th’ t they would do « book on *hp cheer, probably ^nitting it in the process, spending 
notbirr on It, on the chance the ntn entica it has hod and *ill get before t tuy 
hove It* cut will make them a profit. Further, ho insisted nothing by way of 
secondary activity until after they hnve the book out end on sale. They were 
telkirg of October, but suppose, as ray experience loads me to believe Is 

possible, they do not have it out by then, and months drag by, and * have no 



control 6 nd worse, am bound to a contract whoso provision*)! do not now know and 
which have not evon boon indicated oxcopt whet 1 reveal above? Kosa I remind you 
that I have a perfectly gcou and legal agreement for the publication of my hook 
last year, end that thj publisher had reports from hlo salesman indicating an 
initial uala of 25,000* T^is is vjhy 1 never cpproacnea '“orld, «fcich t;ee to diotri- 
buto it. I huvu bocn though an intensive year and a half of liberal education 
irl fch publishers, including tar ay close friends of close friends, and it always 
turns out that whoever I am dealing with and nc cintter what his level always hod 
things taken out of hi 3 ha^ds. 

These ,vore but so^ea of ttoa^thiu&S in my mind. The conditions of our lives aro 
beyond your imagining, and especially is it imperative that I ohsnge the environ- 
ment thut le so hazardous to my vile. ^he has sufiered and labored as low have 
and has oe-vi a blocking to mo beyond Measure. ! imst do aoao tiling, ana this of for 
denies ne the one possible oportuhity with the one thing I now have t.bat hoe 
any cheuce of caving vciuo. The Look uiay n&var do it# The agreement with iawcett 
guarantees it cannot and further, denies ilo the; opportunity of making iny thing on 
the side with it until whenever they'd hove the book out. I recognize this is 
not. likely, but 1 also knot* it in possible. It is a strew, ,perh ape, but dare I 
put myself out of gres? of it/ nothing may co;aa of it, but u yoov tgo t fc e bc *k 
was under serious consideration at the Saturday Evening Post, srhon the acceptance 
of such « book was not os easy as today, although i have no reason to believe it, 

I have been oeeuced by people 1 heva no iv*a .on to doubt that thi3 is ag: i ih true. 
Thin is Hllflg9dl3 top-loval information, despite the emphasis on the assurances* 

I realize th* l>anefliote chances arc slight, but is this in its -If not worth oil 
4het Fawcett ic of rering, leaving me still what X h^ve* 

As time goes on, the collateral rights become corn not l©3s attractive, for the 
climate in chen^ing. Thor© aro nary indications of it, end you two have helped 
this at leant ns much as any others. And aa tiv.a go, e on, X have bettor means of 
doing something about this myaelf, for whan 1 ora developing is oerhepa aa sensu- 
t'oivil ri 'ht no . aa any thing in the book -^possinlw even uiore - but I am too 
close to judge end too influenced by the 1 nraadiete pest to trust my judgement, 
^.hile «tL 1 this is going on, a now have inquiries from abroad, and those should n<bt 
MUi’fer from the present exposure. 

In suy •vent, tne decision was not mine to nituce, xbr by tae tine 1 got youy urgent 
racom ,onbation, there was nothing i could do. Thr telegram rcua biy recall and 
for reason* I can only suspect ( such a a th* reason* for ury delayed end ondaiivored 
mull ana interrupter paoae service ) my wife was told i was not here 1 was by the 
people who certainly knew X whs there because I had to sign a rngidter to in 
ana han to sign a receipt fur the materials I was using in a guerdeJ area. 'Joinci- 
deuce* Perhaps. But this is cne way it h^p^ened. &ore, hud X not bean there, i 
diu / r .e t to-jjre, and no one cold ,ue any ou3 was loukijQ.7; for mo. X nroud-io i uu losa 
welcome than I might be ^nd that even this is more welcome than 1 will yot bo. 
before I leave the worx on which X am now efegugud, let uia tell you i boliabe I now 
have very solid evidence that proves one of th$ at lucut three ouiispirocioa I show 
in VtHlT3S^iU^H. 

Bochu'O I h nv drome to prise yon both .v? highly on such brijf aequo in ts.ua 8 1 nunt 
also tall you 'honestly that hod X been able to taka your advice 1 might not. I 
hare benn broke for bo long it ia now even easier for rae to v^luo other tilings 
more highly thnn money . sybu ] an wrong, but I think x :o of the;ju tcinGs -^rc 
now involved. Urgently as 1 ne^ money, the time, I h^pa, will n^ver come when 



3 






* . 



\ 

t'-jf’ ie other things will ri :t b noro inport^flt. Jonw day ooin, 1 bop© we • li be 
©ble to cat tocotber for an cire nice TOd talk sljout this and a»ro. J*»aral V 
people -rr ■ trying to gat no ou os* oT the tala progrtaua in i.aw York. Uofe/thMt the 
-Tiatributora h.? 7 s tbs bor.ko. I’d ve y tffich lika for this to hae?>en. 

r.e*ja«h'lo, I continue to .'ork end the work is fruitful, 1 am working on the 1 \" 
public relrtions by c:il end Lc reahingtou ad I'm still lavas tiga tlnrf end I'm A 
still vcrklce cn carrying; this forward from ^hltewaoh ( diet e 3logen2). I?he only 
reueon -te- stayed fcetae y cater Joy was to phone Surgar. Yot I cot 7,000 more wooda 
done, then end ocrly this rjaraing ’j-..forb leaviag for Vieshingtoa, beeldeo ao me mall, 
Onco ogoin 1 do not know what it is to road e newspaper. 

N\ •* 

There aw mo eo w*ya then identifying the ’’other* ^aja^iu’ by »?nich this any be 
brc: r 'on epeu* It is on Ihene things 1 am vcrki.:*** ILL the tvro mA a bclf ysnta 
of frustration to loo!: back on perh.ap3 1 should not bo ->ptlrolBtic. But I *n* 
k' sandhi lc, i j 1 la fro** tils reviews* do not conclude that theru reuiaina no further 
1 t ter 03 fc In tho praan, tyiti?. got rough { ?nd \7hea they dc, whufc would V' A 

Ujppen to an open-end agreement with Fawcett* dughtor of 3ally*a dad*) tber** 1 b 
every reason to-racpoct touo «.orthvhile aowa dovolo ,nents* I 

’’V 

no<7 holCcaome possibilities* and Jihere it is .leas er:ay fhr op^rrl tlon to 
nAco itself ftdlt* -specially in Htefctern -urope* may not addr©** to the 

ia\7oott of e?j tub it do^tr- iv the ijut oraativeo to locating t?is, other Gsmsoin* as 
Jerry put it* A friend tolls mo n> Via paper has s story today reporting I'm 
(?.nt in *3 mvo notices in oaeo'./* Odd* They decline*! zh . c bock* tool 



/Vlx. of till a oey Mam ailpticsl or ijnou.oxwl* 1 do hops until **e hovo a ch<»nc« to 
tf-ltv it over you cun take it on tvutvfe* -ooh * ao hope you ^ili, continue your 
t:rc»it end it would seem productive efforts. Do 1 taka it from Sally's enm x nt thit 
tiilexitz ’will nob carry the book- lu: and Peter Martin bald *ns they would* am. it 
coats tbeifl uothiur to iu ii* ;ietfc* I buli avo p is where the key to th*.i 'tfhole 
tiling 11 -a* IiCrtti for the ocss^ it net uu Jiueb. unl^jn the ©ate res he/e tho ‘Xic k* 

Pdii an! I&wioiy tein aoid t!vcy T d retilly cry* Mil ^petBin was much leso entbUBi^tio 
t’ Tho-.'lox a « bf;uJ. Tv^iTaix I r^uily not ki:ow* ihe tfeahln^tcu distributor says 
i“ lr doing vsll, bit 1 * -jn 1 1 Ui' wh^t ttif- :t.»r-3* Zh& thTM plicae i hovo shacked 
in T1 r:. yeenuia cut ucxo t.^ia on .;0uxa^ing# at the dniv of . A hud Mprass- 

tH s , tl ; jcboul lj n tc. oddreeu kin-- oi isculty-stuacnt meeting 

three wo^lrc frou now. 



hat the rhti vuaiibili tiou aro» ta iuo from ItosoaVt* a. do uo* kjiou* lou ahould, 
and I t^»reciata t ho gr*s»t vino t ul effort you spent irJth'. couvasu* £hr you both 
mu^.t hjve a 1 y ;iii' c.Uic vc!J. ooami^od. Yet 1 hove bot?n tola th.jt iu out: of the 
1 r^a? hcuooo* vhoro is an u^tiva fllo* l "j infonnBtiou come fnm uu ot.^loyee. 

1^ it aot >>4;,.riU; the i lie ho* I; oad ita rocoptioa* from xn \v*> u«-veio Maonts, 

may iai'liujaoa thio; in no* who public dii-cus^ion now reaching the print where 
the ncr/iul luot fon tho buck u ay oVu:Ckuio ruluatapcys. 

On the o trior oido* little hurtful* tbinga Lop on* llie Works r carried r. story without 
my eddreou* The/o ia u covor-i-o^od xevletf in the current i.ow Republic that* in the 
£:’ch& of uxy e^x?erlcmoea there iu Witui ©he a 1 expected, and more* >ot they oleo 
end 1 fear not by ao -idea* avoided tho cJaroas* Orders to uc can eno\int to nothing 
if people know afco M to wrico. *'r^a cho Times :aenuion sluno wg sol iV oruera so 
f**r 5i\ls onih* by ,ioil or pbon«* 9 hero* .^©iinut.j* y^u: but hvlpCul. 
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For Just e moment, le t me r<tes another Qaeuatiou/T^o to In oh- T^, nrj> Cb- 
el’ vou nlg-t s.is-v.ijr" , c w»w l 'nm ~t' i'»lr l*>o&, il^eo fits ^ ,hc3ltru. ^ 

I nti r-ly a sieo Csnrf leather, «a A belt we from o-vx^ raau -yutbi.su u6. fw~ * 
otters T>ho hawe rear- both I«n*B arid Jeuv.ige'3 teU a*, oiau xs ta ; tN’-t, 1=’ 
tioar ooperbwic budLsoes f.uch that only one p«oerb?,c.c putoUelioi- v.x— t.^o cue 
of those feort ?uweett hns an Interest in the subject. and they are not uciivs 
mine, ’'ill they then not do, «nothrr< Ana will they alone **>*; tnulr -:-ua 
toua'a the oubjuot* *111 tVjtr’s bo unmet competition.' 

Pleese be p»tlent with -w if 1 rto what you cone tier the wcz V^n?. ** "?f* t?i * 
e , 1 w JC o A.-.^ialra. If I 315 net volco one '<aut your ud visa, 1 .call no* t -» 

especially when I to net h»we the cash to pay lor sue ylxuc c:>lls. toe rla'-3-., 

<*<, icntinue t? offer it, wnether or n<>t 1 uoic tor is. 

ro both wry "uch »r •-real ate what you have cone. ; loaca iouH stop now. 

I’ll write e t pr in as neon an i get too ZfriZ piece. 

T.ho esa I rpnvcach fbr oeatrcl and ooutu-cuc-trui. dlacr*uc.iJii, - 1 "' 0 '' ' “ !lV ® 

a, uou do not coll end rfoero Cono deee not SC; 
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